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Text from "Temple of Nature" by Erasmus Darwin 
(1731 - 1802)

Sempre molto legato; sempre grazioso; senza vibrato.
Dynamic range p - mf, using natural dynamics.

Commissioned by and for The Master Singers of Lexington,
with the generous support of two anonymous donors.

Music by Patricia Van Ness (1951)
Score rev. 30 August 2024

TEMPLE OF NATURE

Organic life beneath the shoreless waves, was born and nursed in Ocean' s pearly caves.
First forms minute unseen by spheric glass move on the mud or pierce the wat' ry mass.
These, as successive generations bloom new pow' rs acquire, and larger limbs assume;

whence countless groups of vegetation spring and breathing realms of fin, and feet and wing. 
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